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Commissioners Safety Fund Grants

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ’S) 





FAQ’S
This document will be continuously updated to reflect new occurring questions. Applicants are required to ensure they check the latest version. 

1. How much funding is available through the Commissioners Safety Fund?
Response: £10,000 per project 

2. Who can apply?
Response: 
· Registered charity 
· Non-for profit organisation 
· Community group 
· Parish Councils 
· Schools

3. What types of projects can be funded/ supported?
Response: If the round of funding applied for is a specialist round, then it will have to be a project that accomplishes the objective of that round. For a general round, applications can be for projects that compliment any one of the priorities set out within the Police and Crime Plan. 

4. What cannot be funded?
Response:
· Applications that would be better funded elsewhere. For example, projects based on improving mental health would be better funded by the NHS. 
· Those that undermine or contradict the values, objectives and priorities of the Police and Crime Plan, such as those that are not inclusive of minority groups. 
· Initiatives that do not work with residents of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland 
· Initiatives that seek to promote a single political or religious cause. Faith based organisations can be funded if they are able to demonstrate the adequate Equality and Diversity Policy. 

5. Do I need to send the documents referred to in the Eligibility statement with my application or only if successful?
Response: You are required to submit all documents at the point of submitting your application. You will be required to complete the application checklist to confirm which documents you have attached. 

6. Where do I send my application to?
Response: Please send the completed documents to CSF@leics.pcc.pnn.gov.uk 

7. How long do I have to submit my application?
Response: The opening and closing times for each round can be found here: Commissioning (pcc.police.uk)

8. Will I be disadvantaged for putting more than one project in one application?
Response: Not necessarily, however due to the word count and to make it clearer for the markers, we would suggest one project per application.  

9. How many applications can I submit for the same round?
Response: You can submit multiple applications for different projects, they will all be marked independently.

10. What is the scoring criteria?
Response:
	Scoring Criteria


	0
	The response did not meet any of the requirements, shows little to no evidence and/ or is not related to the PCP.  

	1
	The response had significant omissions and did not meet most of the requirements of the question with little to no evidence.  

	2
	The response meets some of the requirements with minor omissions and could have been expanded. 

	3
	The response meets all the requirements with relevant detail and clear evidence. 

	4
	The Response meets all the requirements with relevant detail, strong evidence with additional supporting content and identified benefits.  




11. What help or support is available to applicants?
Response: We have further guidance on the OPCC website.

12. What happens after my application is submitted?

Response: 
Evaluations - A panel of evaluators will independently mark each application form. The panel consists of members of the Commissioning Team as well as subject matter experts from across the Violence Reduction Network and Force.
 
Moderations - Once independently marked, the panel will come together to discuss scoring and agree an overall score per question. This will be calculated in line with the weighting of the questions, giving you an overall percentage. An independent moderator will be present during moderations to ensure that the process is followed, and that each marker has a fair opportunity to discuss their points.
 
Recommendation and Sign Off - A Commissioning and Contracts Officer will write a Recommendation Report based on the agreed scores following moderation. This report then goes to the Senior Management Team and Police and Crime Commissioner for approval.

Feedback - Written feedback will be provided 4 weeks from the closure of the round to ensure fairness. The feedback will be provided in a letter, sent to you via the email address listed on your application form. The feedback will set out whether you have been successful or unsuccessful, your strengths and areas of improvement. Feedback will be provided regardless of your score.


13. How are decisions on my application made?
Response: Each application will be marked on its own merits and in accordance with the marking criteria. We will work out an average percentage based on the weighting of each response against your score. 

14. What are common reasons for applications being rejected?
Response: 
· The score is significantly low
· The incorrect application form is used
· The application is submitted after the deadline 
· The supporting documents are not attached to the application 
· If the score renders the application below the agreed threshold for that round.
· If it is not relevant to the priorities of the Police and Crime Plan or the objective (if a specialist round).  
· Lack of detail/ evidence in the responses 
· Failing to answer all questions 
· Copying and pasting responses from applications submitted previously 
· Including links to sources but not specifying what part of that source is to be considered. We generally cannot read links that are included in applications as it makes the response exceed the word count

15. How does a project or organisation receive a grant payment?
Response: If we have not funded you before, we will send you a new supplier set up form and set you up on our finance system. We will require an invoice from you, we will raise a purchase order and finance shall send payment to you. 

16. How long will it be until I receive the result of my application?
Response: You will receive a response 28 working days after closure of the round. 

17. How will I find out the results of my application?
Response: All applicants will receive a formal feedback letter by email. This will provide your score and outcome. We will provide positive feedback and constructive feedback to improve on for both successful and unsuccessful applicants.  

18. If I am unsuccessful, can I apply again another time?
Response: It is dependent on the round of funding. If it is a specialist round, then no as there will not be another round for this. If it is for a general round then yes, if the responses are not copied and pasted from the previous application in which you were unsuccessful. 

19. What will the next steps be if our application is successful?
Response: 
Funding Agreement - You will receive a funding agreement via email, 4 weeks after you have been notified of the outcome of your application. Please sign this agreement and return it in full to the OPCC
 
Supplier Set Up - You will be sent a 'New Supplier Set Up' form, which you will need to complete with your organisations bank details and return to the OPCC. This allows us to set you up for payment on our finance system.
 
Payment - A purchase order will then be raised for your project. Once you have received this you will then need to submit an invoice. Following receipt of the invoice payment will be made.
 
Monitoring - We will request quarterly performance and financial monitoring to ensure that your project is meeting the outputs and objectives as set out in your application and agreed by both parties. Some organisations receiving this funding will receive a monitoring visit from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Leicestershire.

20. What monitoring information is required?
Response: 
· Quarterly updates -  you will be sent a quarterly monitoring form, where you have the opportunity to outline things such as your monthly spend, how many service users you have engaged with, achievements you have made or even any issues you are facing that you may require some support with from your contracts officer. 
· End of project 12-month report. 
· You may also be asked to provide a case study. 

21. Do I have to apply again if I want further funding after the project expires? 
Response: Yes. There is an option on the application form where you can select ‘replacement funding’. 

22. If I have already received funding this year, can I apply for further funding?
Response: Yes, for a new project or for an existing project to be expanded. 
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